The Link

April 2011

\,

The Official Journal of the Buffalo Amateur Radio Repeater Association, Inc.

J

ThisMonth's M eeting:
Movie Night!

Finding ourselves without a program presentation this month
we have enlisted the assistance of Ben, N2Y DM, to provide uswith
aMovie Night. Ben has put on these movie nightsin the past and
they have always been entertaining aswell asinformative, featur-
ing technology-related gems from the various video archives on
thelnternet. Previousmovienightshave provided uswith aglimpse
at how L P records were made, an old TV interview with VIadimir
Zworykin (inventor of the iconoscope), and even an old “Watch
Mr. Wizard” episode. Thebest part of Ben'smovie nights, though,
is quite possibly the cartoon short that starts the evening!

We hope to see you there!

Field Day is Getting Closer!

The weekend of June 25-26, 2011 is this year’s date for the
ARRL Field Day competition. Onceagain BARRA will be mount-
ing an entry and your helpisneeded! Bill Brown, KB2TQY, isthe
chair of the event and is beginning to take names of those who
wish to participate.

Folks are needed throughout the weekend, from setup on Sat-
urday morning to tear-down on Sunday afternoon, and most espe-
cialy help is needed for overnight operating. Comefor aslong as
you can! Operators are needed continuously, and aren’t restricted
by your license class. Since control operators with the necessary
license classes will be on-site, anyone can help make contacts.
Field Day is a great way to get your feet wet in HF operating if
you've never doneit before.

Mark the June 25-26 weekend on your calendar now and plan
on stopping by for at least alittlewhile. Contact Bill, KB2TQY, with
your plans so he can have agood idea of personnel that will be on
hand. Bill may be contacted at kb2toy@arrl.net or 771-2369.

Refreshment Chair Sill Needed

It's about time to put out our call again for someone or
someones to take on the role of refreshment chair for our general
membership meetings. The job is not difficult: set up coffee and
bring some doughnuts to the meetings. The church provides us
with the coffee pots, we bring our own “makings.” Thereare only
six general meetings through the course of the year, so it's not a
terribly demanding job. Splitit up with another member or two and
it becomes even easier!

If you, or agroup of you, are interested in becoming our re-
freshment folks, contact aboard member or your editor.

Work Partiesto Begin
at Cole Road

With winter finally fading away it’stimeto turn our attentions
to the Cole Road repeater site and the various projectsthat await us
there. Several ambitious projectsare envisioned for thisspring and
summer and the help of our memberswill be needed.

Among the projects on the board for this year is the interior
work on “Chet’s Shack,” which has been a plan for several years
now to turn that building into an HF operations center. Each June
it has served as the station for BARRA's Field Day entry, and the
vision for “Chet’'s Shack” isfor it to be avail able for HF operations
year-round ... or at least when there’s no snow on the ground.
When the plans were first made there was a“ Give a Sheet” dona
tion program where members donated money to be used to finish
the shack’sinterior, probably with sheets of plywood or other sheet
material hence the name of the fund driveto “ Give a Sheet.”

Inadditiontotheinterior of “ Chet’'s Shack,” the exterior needs
some finish work. The building was re-sheeted and a new roof
applied a few years ago and there is some trim work yet to be
completed.

Over at theA-framethat housesthe 146.91 and 224.82 repeat-
ers there's exterior work to be done in the form of painting and
minor repairs.

In short, there is plenty of work to go around for as many
memberswhowishtojoininonthefun. Dave, W2ZZA, our trustee
for the Cole Road siteis collecting names and contact information
of those who want to help. Dave may be contacted at
w2zza@arrl.net or by phone at 656-8010.

Call for Programs

Aswe head toward the summer break from our general mem-
bership meetings, it's not too early to be thinking of meeting pro-
gramsfor next fall. Have you been building something interesting
to use on the air? Maybe you’ ve been trying out one of the new
digital modes, or bought one of those new whiz-bang ham rigs.
Any of those topics, and more, could be aprogram for your fellow
BARRA members! Asweall know, hamsare a curious bunch and
technical topics not directly related to ham radio would also make
good program topics.

If you' dlike present aprogram at future BARRA meeting, con-
tact your editor to discuss a date.
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\oice Repeaters

W2EUP  PL 107.2 29.68- Boston
K210 145.17- Wethersfield
K2ILH PL 107.2 146.73- N. Tonawanda
WZ2EUP 146.91- Boston
N2YDM  PL 107.2 147.00+ Kenmore
W2EUP 224.82 - Boston
WR2AHL PL 110.9 442,00+ Wethersfield
WA2HKS 444,00+ Buffao
WB2DSS PL 151.4 44475+ Kenmore

APRS Digi-peater
K2LH-2 144.39 Amherst

BARRA Tech Net
Jointhe BARRA Technical crew onthe 146.91/444.00 system
Wednesdays at 8 PM for answers to your technical ques-
tions.

RAWNY Net
Stop by Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and join the RAWNY
club’s net which meets on our 146.91 and 444.00 repeaters.

BARRA on the I nternet
http://barra.hamgate.net

Club Calls
BARRA holds club calls W2EUP and K21SO in honor and
memory of two of itsfounders, Gil Boelke, W2EUP, and Hugh
Wilson, K21 SO.

Don't Forget to Get Your
BARRA Mudg!

These great looking, sturdy, quality
ceramic mugs sport the BARRA buffalo
logo, are dishwasher safe, and let you
show your club colors in style!
Only $5.00 Each!
Available at all club meetings

- J

The BARRA E-Mail List Serves

To join, send look up the group “barrabflo” on
http://groups.yahoo.com
The Tech Committee a so hasan email group, BARRA-Tech,

on Yahoo Groups. Or, email the editor to receiveaninviteto
join either or both groups.
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The Link is published eight times a year by BARRA, the Buffalo
Amateur Radio Repeater Association, Inc. The opinions expressed
herein, however, are not necessarily those of the Board of Directors
or membership of BARRA. Letters to the editor are solicited and
must be signed. Names and addresses will be withheld if requested.
Material for The Link should be sent to the Editor:

Buffalo Amateur Radio Repeater Ass'n
PO. Box 507
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120-0507
or may be submitted electronically to the editor's e-mail address:
ka2wft@arrl.net. The editor may be reached by telephone in the
evenings at (716) 834-2664.

DISTRIBUTION

The Link is available in both print and electronic formats.
If you wish to receive The Link in the Adobe cross-platform PDF
format by e-mail instead of regular mail, please notify the editor at
ka2wft@arrl.net. Regular mail recipients are charged $4 beyond
their dues.

ARTICLES

Articlesfor the Link on any subject, technical or general interest,
are aways welcome and encouraged. When submitting material to
the Link, please type it or submit it electronically, if possible. Re-
member that the editor reservesthe right to make necessary changes
including reformatting and condensing for space and that Full Mem-
bership may be obtained by writing articles.

LINK DEADLINES

All material must be submitted to the Editor by the end of the
month previous to the issue (e.g. December 31st for the January
issue). Of course, if thematerial isreceived earlier than that date, you
will have abetter chance of getting your articlein the next issue. All
advertising is subject to the same deadline.

ADVERTISING

Want-Ads are free to BARRA members and are published in the
next available issue. Ads from other hams are accepted free on a
space-available basis. Ads appearing in other club newsdletters with
which BARRA has an exchange agreement are reprinted on a space-
availablebasis.

Display advertising isavailable at the prevailing rates. Business
card sizeis currently $2.50/mo; full pageis $20.00/mo. Contact the
editor for rates for other sizes.

DUES
Basic membership rate: $25.00
Family member in the same household as first member: $3.00
Discounts from basic rate
Senior Citizen (65+): -5.00
Disabled: -5.00
Voting member: -5.00
Full-time student with ID: -5.00
Each new member recommended: -1.00
US Mail newsletter delivery: add $4.00

Note: A voting member isamember who has performed aservicefor

\BARRA (e.g. helped out at an activity, written aLink article, etc.). )

Hobby Highlights

Richard Sellers, KG20R
| found this “Haobby Highlights’ topic
at http://www.southgatearc.org. Thisclub
meets at the Hazelewood Lawn Tennis and
Squash Club in London, England. They ad-
vertised aDX peditionto Revilla, Gigedo Is-
land, March4-19, 2011. Thecdl will be4A4A.
The details and management of the expedi-
tion are on the site. Theidand is west of
Mexico inthe Pacific Ocean. As| looked at
the club’s site structure | found a connection to one of my writ-
ings.

Under their newsindex button | found years of data, and for
the month of February a daily cross cultural news list of links.
Thisisvery close to my idea of agreat data base for club news
and literature. In September 2001 and March 2010 | wrote in
“Hobby Highlights” that we need to “ keep local operators
writingsfrom club newsinto acomputerized storageand retrieval
system. If the authors of ham related topicsin club news are not
within the scope of database research then perhaps we lose con-
tact with each others’ efforts, and the ability to footnote” aswell
asbeing entertained by thereading. “ The best we can doiskeep
in touch with the writing and interject when possible.” | would
liketo envision morecoordinationinthefuture. Theseresources
can be seen astitleswhen visible, but | still have visions of key
word in context, or out of context retrieving concepts. “Only
timewill tell if clubs... arewillingto build thebase.” Givenwhat
| have seen at the Southgate Amateur Radio club’ssitethefuture
outlook for sharing club news in the world is closer to an up-
dated daily centralized database. Monopoly isthe game!

73 deRichard Sdllers, KG20R. USA.

Your Article Herel

Maybe this should be titled a call for articles for The Link.
Your editor, after 16+ yearsisalittletired of writing nearly every
word that appearsin every issue, save for those from our colum-
nist. Articlesareawayswelcomein TheLink! It doesn’'t haveto
belong, and it certainly doesn’t have to be eye-glazingly techni-
cal. Just write about what you' ve been doingin hamradio lately.
Work someinteresting DX ? Work anew (to you) mode? Achieve
DXCC or WAS? Work some great skip on VHF or UHF? Tried
out the LEO satellites? Interface a computer gadget to your
station? Whatever, it's all good and all material for an article.
Recounting your experience might inspire another member to try
it, t0o ... cal it virtual Elmering!

Send your submissionsto your editor ... everyone will ben-
efit!

It's Not Too Early to Save the Datel
Monday, July 18th
THE ANNUAL BARRA
MOBILE CLINIC & PICNIC

at the Cole Road repeater site
Bring a friend



Buffalo Amateur Radio Repeater Ass'n
Post Office Box 507
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120-0507

“ Serving Western New
York and the Niagara
Peninsula”

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Calendar of Events

GENERAL MEETINGS
Genera meetingsareheld at St. Bartholomew’sAnglican Church,
2368 Eggert Road, Tonawanda, near Sheridan Drive. Doorsopen
at 7:00 pm for rag chew, business meeting at 7:30, with program
following.
Monday, April 18, 2011-- MovieNight! Ben, N2YDM, will pro-
vide some archival video gemsfor our enjoyment.
Monday, June 20, 2011 -- Mark Humphrey, K3WY, will speak on
hamfesting in Europe and other technical mattersrelating to ham
radio.
Saturday-Sunday, June 25-26, 2011 -- Field Day! Join the
BARRA gang at our Cole Road repeater sitefor our 2011 station
entry in ARRL Field Day.

NO GENERAL MEETINGSIN JANUARY,

MARCH, MAY,AUGUST OR NOVEMBER
TheLinkisnot published in March, May, August and
November.

BOARD MEETINGS
Board Mestings are held the first Tuesday of every month at the
AthensFamily Restaur ant, 2801 Harlem Rd, Cheektowaga, be-
tween Genesee Street and George Urban Blvd. The meetings
beginat 7:30 PM and member sarealwayswelcometositinona
meeting or bring concerns to the board.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

The Technical Committee has forma meetings the first Friday
of every month at 7:00 PM in Room 117 of the BOCES Potter
Road Career and Technical Center, 705 Potter Road, West Sen-
eca (Corner of Slade, Potter and Orchard Park Rds). Come on
out to BARRA’s own CCITT (Coffee & Crumpets | nterrupted
by Technical Talk), where progress of current projectsisevalu-
ated and new projects are planned. The meetings usually con-
clude with munchies at a nearby restaurant.
{ . . . \

Field Day is Coming Soonl!

Save the weekend of
June 25-26

Come out and help BA"RA with its

Annual Field Day Station

See Page 1 for Details




